


































































,111• the JJotential develo ment of nature conservation 

and outdoor pursuits Dr. Brendan Kavanagh

he natural history of the 
Boora bog complex has a development of Lough Boera

_.:;,,
. 

'(•�1,.multitude to offer both tc
���; the visitor and to the 

residents of this area of County 
Offaly even today The years 
of natural colonization of the 
cutaway bogs have provided 
a wealth of habitats for wild 
animals and plants again after 
peat extraction has ceased. 

Nature needs time to repair the 
bare peat fields after the 
machines have finished. The peai 
depth, the water table level and 
the composition of the 
surrounding vegetation of the 
bog edge, will all infiuence this 
process in a dynamic fashion. 
In many instances this process is 
unpredictable with a mosaic of 
plant associations developing, 
quite unexpected by the casual 
observer and researcher alike. 

The Boora complex in particular 
has come a long way on the path 
of recolonization. Within the 
complex are areas with a rich 
diversity of wildlife, harbouring 
many plants and animals pushed 
off the agricultural lands 
throughout the country The 
richness of habitats & the mosaic 
effect of these areas attract a 
wide diversity of species, all in 
proximity to each other: 
While much still needs to be 
done, the potential for the 
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Parklands, encompassing a 
variety of outdoor pursuits, is 
enormous. This is already 
apparent in Turraun Nature 
Reserve to the north of the 
complex and in the Boora Lake 
area to the south of the Bord 
na Mona Works. Other less 
well known locations such as 
the Finnamore's area however 
are equally important from a 
natural history perspective. 

The outdoor pursuits that can 
be developed in the Boora area 
may be broken up into a number 
of categories. The first of these 
is centred on nature and the 
enjoyment of natural areas. Bird 
watching and nature walks fall 
into this category Literally 
millions of people go for nature 
walks and bird watching outings 
in this country annually The 
numbers of visitors to our nat
ional parks & forest parks across 
the country can attest to this. 

With any Nature Reserve there 
is a dichGtomy of use which 
needs careful planning to over
come. On the one hand we 
have an area dedicated to 
wildlife and wild animals in 
par ticular: The habitats present 
will attract a variety of wild 
birds creating a honey pot 
effect. These animals are wild 

years of co-existence with man 
they have learned to avoid 
humans whenever possible. On 
the other hand we often wish 
to allow access to these 
Reserves by the visiting public. It 
is almost inconceivable that 
visitors would be prevented 
from entering Reserves. 

Human disturbance is thus one 
of the most serious threats to 
small Reserves such as Turraun 
for example. Consequently the 
sensitive design of nature trails, 
observation hides and general 
access is fundamental to the 
success of such a project. 

The other category of outdoor 
pursuits involves more active 
participation in recreational 
activities. Fishing, sailing, 
swimming, pony trekking, hill 
walking, and model aeroplane 
fiying are some of the activities 
in this category Within the 
Boora complex there is ample 
opportunity to develop this 
category of outdoor pursuit 
also. Some, such as the trail of 
'The Offaly Way" and model 
aeroplane flying, are already in 
existence within the area but 
the potential for fur ther devel
opment of additional activities 
within this category is enormous 

however and over thousands of The successful accommodation 
of such a diverse array of outdoor 







Overview 

Zonation of the outdoor 

pursuits as indicated in this 

ar ticle may give a somewhat 

erroneous impression that one 

activity results in the complete 

exclusion of other alternative 

activities in the same area. This 

is not the case though the 

potential conflicts are real. T he 

intention is to prioritise the 

activities in each area so that all 

pursuits can be accommodated 

in some area. What is impor

tant is to determine at the out

set of the development 

what the main priorities are 

in each section of the Boora 

complex. Once these are 

established, further ideas and 

developments must take 

cognisance of this. 

To give an example, the whole 

Boora complex supports a rich 

diversity of bird life. The Whooper 

Swans and Waders use Turraun 

Nature Reserve as a safe refuge 

for the winter months particu

larly However the same birds 

can be seen regularly on the 

grassland areas of East Boora 

and in the potential lake area at 

Finnamore's. Grey Par tridges 

are also found throughout the 

Bord na Mona lands while Hen 

Harriers and Merlin are to be 

seen hunting in Turraun and in 

the Boora Lake area throughout 

the winter. 

From a development perspec

tive the Turraun area, being 

the most productive wildlife 

area, is zoned for nature. The 

Boora Lake area, which also has 

good wildlife habitats, on the 

other hand is more suitable for 

walkers, horse riders and 

historians interested in the 

Mesolithic site. 
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